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Fiſb 2 the * bf Conmilnd: © 
ments chnt aintil in Ordinantes, Bph: 
2. 1 7 which pere oni a Shadow of the, hing⸗ 
which mere to tome, Col. 2. 17. Why ſpould 
any preſume 10'draw that rent and tore Vail, . 4 
over us ga oo DEC "210 © 

All the Legal Ce! remon mo ig! [264-Raks © ; 7J 
wider the Firft Covenant, were only Types 
and Shadows of the Subſtance which was 
to come; nd bo enjoyed under the'Seoand 
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or New Sen 15 were delivered 
Andi declared by a Prieſthood, which had 
A Being and Continuance, only by Suc- 
Ceſſion. This firſt Covenant Tor the 


Weakneſs and Faultineſs thereof, and be- 
cCauſe it made not the Comers thereto 


Ra ee put an End 21 it, a 
in a nean na by intro- 
 Qucing and e another High- 
8 5 Prieft, who ſhopld endure for ever; who 


by One Bloody Sacrifice or Offering, qu 
de LAY Wk lor ä It 


"Perſon of 4 ft our Lord, and in him en- 
dures fa 15 — Rar that One Sa- 
cCrilice, pile to at 55 Sacrifices 
and Ordners of che felt Covenant, and 
all that Order of Prieſthood; and ſo abo. 
bilihed dat Law of Commandments con- 
miascleip r « being only Sha- 
* things to come, and 
ings themſelves; to wit, a fu- 
eaven and HImmorality, (not 
brought ta Light in that. Covenant) but 
only Shadows, and that too, even under a 
1 bs ba that ion. This, Uail, 
"= A in from the Peoples, Eyes, 
1 ha — Holies, and the Mercy - Seat 
1 WAS poem bath pong 
To - * A | away 
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1 _—_— 
away. by the coming in of this new High © 
Prieſt; and thereby the Prieſthood being 

changed, an End was put to that Ceremo- 
nial Religion, which was contained under 
Exterval:Rites'and Ordinances, becauſe they 
bould not Puriſy or Cleanſe the Inner Man, 
defiled with Sin, nor Eſtabliſh the Soul in 
Holineſs, nor perfect the Conſcience in the 
Hear of God. This was in part demon- 
ſtrated, hy the Effects of that Covenanr, 
and hy the offering up of the New High- 
Paget himſelf, at what time the External 
Uail of that worldly Sanctuary, the 
Temple, was rent in Twain, and was an 
Earneſt of- the rending the Mail, which 
was then over Peoples Hearts, and of the 


Life, then to be revealed. If then Chriſt 
our Lord and High- Prieſt, by the offering 
. Wup'of himſelf, has aboliſhed - the Hang: 
- Writing of Ordinances ; and- as the Apoſtle 
| Pau ſaid to the Colaſſians has nailed! it ta 
che Croſs, taking away a Ceremonial and 
t Ritual Religion; and has inſtead thereof 
t Ibrought in a Religion, which is a Wor- 
a, Iſhip of the Father in Spirit and Truth on- 
„ hy: Why ſhould any pretending to be his 
Followers, being in another Ricual and 
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kleaſure of, their own Javentions; and 
55 317 1 | | Vail a | p 


Manifeſtation of the Glory and \Immortal  |N 


Ceremonial Worſhip, according to the 
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| nail us with weak and rly Elements 
de the Apoſtis Phraſes It) deſiring 0 

bing us in Bondage to them again f And 
not rather Eſtabliſh our ſtanding faſt in 

ve Eiberty, where witty Chrift has mate 
us free, that wu might not be entangled 

ain with the Yoak of Bonduge; — 
: — 2 wraps + bids us —— 

the Phariſees , and there is a 

Reaſon, as well as ablolute Need or cht 
Caution; becauſe;'s'little Levenleavens tht 
whole Lamp, Gal} 5. 9. Bui ſince thoſk 
who profeſs themſelves to! be Teadbets 
bring this Cloud of Darkneſs upon us, and 
endeavour to keep us under it; may wie 
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not well ery out with the Prophet, a 
umto ut, for ih Day goe amy, and 'the Wag; 
—_—_— ae 4 wn" e Ll dir 
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* TY 8 of Bir Sacrament,” at jou call it Nus 
5 — 55 to m in — 5 th N 

rirings be an Ordinance, hom comes Sb 

A the Drinking” ad Batine of With 

Bread apart from the Floh ſmhich I che 

* Je dbu by bar Lord) Hou mate 40a 

5 ee Au who "gave furh an Au- M 
. 5% any one, ſo to 1%. * e 0 
20 fla hv Eating fo the Lamb N the 
t is aw Ottinatice, and be of our no, 
. Jeſus: Chriſt 0 ought not to de- T 
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6 | Example can make an Inſtitution.) For 
4 | whereas according to the Law, the Bread 
n Joss to be eaten with the Fleſh of the 
e Lamb, you ſee our Lord, conformed ex · 
d ly to the (Cuſtom and Uſage, as the 


\ | Law: commanded. | Now then it may 
? — — enough be demanded, by what 
it of the Lords, you exhibit: the 


Bread without the Bleſb, bem the Scrip- 


impoſe unwritten things upon our Uader- 
ſtandings d Is it not a ſpoiling the Flock, 
with vn! Debvits; after the Traditions of 


and not after: Chriſt? Is it not a renewing 
the _ the blotted-ont Handeuriting 
on dinanoes, which Chriſt has aboli 
miled to his Croſs? Is it not a Subjetting 
us to Ordinances, after the Comma 
ments and Doctrines of Men, having a 4 
Shew. of Wiſdom in Will. worſhip and 
Humility ? And is it not abſolutely againſt 
the Apo 
bout: what ir written 2. 
Man to be ſo ſincere to his on Soul, as 


ur no, and not to take every thing 


:de-| Truſt? For the doing of this, the Bereans 


ate! 4 were 


— of doing it a | 


ure is ſilent concerning it? Is not this co 


Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 


of Ot. 


e Paul's Rule, f to be . „ 
Ought not every 


wm t ſearch the Scriptures, to ſee whether 
— [the Things impoſed upon him, be ſo or 
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ed to them, were truly ſuch as they were 


ö rantable raditions,!': And ſo is truly 


; is to ſay, to be brought to the Teſt of 
ſound Reaſon, Scripture 


lun ile Lord» Jets, dives in fl Righteouſ: 


2 _ Faſas;\\and is regenerated, he! receives 
.. Profit by vis Rigtec oſs _— \Eating, 
. . Be lives 5% the Life 5 


de ; fe br he does wickedly, the Lord 
C7 1 1 5-forgarteny the L 


| FF 85 T 4 

wee pctourited Noble, in that they} 
ſeatched the — r 
thoſe Things which were told, and-preachy 


affirmed to be, Aft 17; 11. Singe there! 
fore the Scripture is ſilent in this Matter, 
and that the pretended Ordinance, is not 
in Conformity to the Example of Our 
Lord; We judge i itought to be accountod 
only among the un · written and um War. 


the building of our Faith upon a Sandy 
Foundation, which will not eridbre Storms 
or Teinpeſts, or Streſs of Weather; that þ 


r firm rig wm, ele 


re and Truth. © 
And if in this Matter wei. are:\deceived; ſl % 


What muſt they be accounted who:thus 80 


teach us, and put e, en 5 
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3. Fay Man by this Eating 


bat ir unregenrratedy ach e icht 7 he 


2 it not in all his 
* ee hy War. Dt 
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9 which: Eats not, keeps bY 


"nl ine of the Lord Jeſus, 
1 ſhall not be be ac- 


cepted And. account who Er. 
ing, lives, in R Le his Lord * 
And ſhall nat ſuch a one who Eats phy, at. 
he Walken es to 15 0 pel, 5 
in & ; KRegeneration, jud ge, um, W 
Eatiog, 8 e at. an ok. - 
— ives an Gehen y Life, uorege- 
nerated.2 He is not 
ly one e nor is r 2 
e ar the W LS, an 
yes in T bung 255 ful Li . 
an ot ard Pro ſeſſion in the 
Nabe but he isgruſy a Chriltian, who 1s 
Sele ais No, 
ul, cho he is nodan Hater i e a 
Or 3 and ſuch an 50 living in the 
l tho! ot have the 
5 
ts, ho' ng Hater, G 


. 


40 tho? n may ondemn 
fs 5 tal | conformuop ” N a 5 b 


formity £0 the Righteouſneſs of the Go- 


1 2 ſations 
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Chriſtian Rite, he more exs from 9 
u, and be be more valued than Con- 5 4 N 
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ps inn: eration and true Ho- 
| 5 i * and Conver- "© i 


udn of e T.0 eg r Chriſtianity ? 
A... Seraply- of Conſcienee is made, by the 
Hater, or 'Ordinanodinidnger, - i fl + he - ap- 
plies not himſelf to bis 4 'Sacra- 
ments; whilſt living in a Courſe of Sinning, 
and walkin in Pro ophaneſs, daily defiling 
the Inner Man, as oy as the Outward, 
in a ſinful kind of Lethargy, affects not 
is Soul at all: But all the while, like 
the Whore in the Proverbs, H. EATEs, 
| and wipes His Mout h, and Hs, oo 1 hbave' done 
Wl 30. Wickeaneſs, Prov." 301 20. But what 
[| | © will be the End of this Eater, in his Un- 
| - righteous. way of living, in his-unholy 
Life, and "ungodly 'Cohverſation ?2'Not- 
withſtanding his conftahir Eating; or Re- 
5 his Sacramegt, it does not ehange 
ind, butiße k 1 Soul, nor © ſeparate 
Him fra his 'Prophanity,; or beloved 
Luſts. Hear what the Holy Ghoſt ſays, 
The End will he bitten Wormwood ; ſharp as 
4 two Edgpi Sword; «his Feet go dum to 
Death, H uf ; ke bold on 150 Prov. 
5. 4. 5. Sd that ey" ſte not"theitSacra- 
ment 2s cannot cal Sn Or ante of 
Chriſt) to keep them from ſinni 
2 a Laalaam, or "PhRative" 'to: eat 
i" Stings of | Conſcience for a ſinful Lie; to 
i. keep the igdbrant and! fnful Soul farisficd 
ns free from "Qualms and Fears of — 
11 | - amna- 


ni EP 1 
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00 Overflow- 
ing Scourge. ſhall paſs over him, and he is 
troden down, and ſwept into DeſtruQion, 
and ſo periſhes by it. 


4. In l your Books, treating of Jour $4: 


crament, you make more of it, as to its Sig- 


nification, than can be ſuppoſed that either 
Chriſt or, his. Apoſtles, ever int ended : which 7 
at the moſt,: was tobe only a Memento to re- 


member, him; Tor as to; the Efficacy of the 


Wine, aud Bread, it appears not that there 
is any in them. ail On : ci 139} Ow 

Whether you Bleſs or Conſecrate ſhe 
Elemeats, the Matter is not great; for 

after all hat, they are truly and plainly 
nothing hut what they were before; But 
if we may take the Liberty of being free 
and plain with you, it is not in the Power 
of any Miniſter to Conſecrate or make 


them Holy. In their own natural Eſſence 


or Principle, they are not Unholy ; for . 
whatever God made, he ſaw it to be good. 
And to give them a Spiritual or Heavenly 


Principle, which they have not, nor is in- 


herent in them, I am very well ſatisfied, 
is not in the Power of any Mortal to do. 
What then the Meaning of the Miniſters 
pretended. Confecration is, I profeſs 1 


_ Damoatiog, and to be eaſie, and ſecure, 
under his Refuge of Lyes, and 1 5 of 
FHalſhood and Deceit; till the 


Ty 
know ab nor — in the leaſt under- 
ſtand. Ib they it is a Giving or Set- 


ting a COA, ſhe: a Holy Uſe; this 
is lels intelligible to me than ce wth : For 


what fays the Lord, Are not al 1h Cattil 
22 4. *. houſand Monint tins mine? And 
riſtian in whole and every 
ng himſelf to be ſo given, or 
gi © hic elf to God: And for every bt chin 
e Drinks or Fats; he ought to'bleſs 


N and give him Thanks for che "fame; then 
doubtleſs a natural Coneluſion flows from 


the Premiſes, that we cannot forget him 


who feeds us; nor leſs thun w upon his 
Love, who gave his Sen, his only begot- 
ten Son, to be a Sactifice bor üs; 409 muſt 
of Necefl remember him, Who volun- 
tarily laid downhis'Life, and made him- 
ſelf an Offering 'of Attonement to Re. 


deem us to God, and make an Obliteration 


of all our Sins paſt, and 10 to reconcile 
us to the Father, to 
with him, according to What our Lord 


himſelf had f ic, That we'may be one with 


_#he- Father, tbe"! Father. and- he: -are one; 
Job 17. 11. 21, 22. nd, Th we 1047 


e filled with all We, "Gb; F. 


19. T ſuppoſe theſe things were poken 
7 intending every indi 


Ual "Chriſtian, 
not of thoſe called the Clergy only. But 
now 


— 


e one Spirit 


TT RT, _ 
Bread, which is contained in the Books of 

your Sacrament, (as many as I have yet 

ſeen) is beyond the utmoſt Powers of my 


Belief. And if it be an Ordinance or Rite, 1 
as you would have it, I underſtand no | 
| more by it, than what Chriſt our Lord 
faid at his laſt Paſſover or Supper, which - | 
> | Fam ſure; I can write upon my Thum. 
» | Nail. And beyond that, I have no Ap- } 
prehenfion of it at all. It was to be a 
Memento, to remember him; which I | 
| think is the Duty of every Chriſtian to ⁵ 
do: And to remember, and continually I! | 
5 bear or vatrry within us in our Bodies, if 
x that is, inall our Thoughts, the Sufferings 1 
A or Dyings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. b 
4. 16. And the Apoſtle renders the Rea- {1 
> | ſon, or rather the Effects of this Holy _ | 

nl Memento, viz. That the Life of Jeſus might «+, 
le alſo be manifeſt in our Bodies. Let him a1 
that can receive this, receive it: It is not- 


4 Y much material, under what Name or Sect 
of Chriſtianity he goes; it 1s. the Holy 
*: | Life of Chriſt, the living conformable to 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, in the Regenera- 
3. | tion, which is required of us. And they 
* ho ſo live, can never forget their Savi- 
n, our; him who dyed for us, and has ob- 
ut J tained Eternal W for all them, _ 
agg 
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4 5 ſay it is a 'Giving' or Set- 
— tan. If hy oy on for a Holy"Uſe ; this 


uch ithligible $0 um chat ether: For 


what ſays the Lord, Are not al ih Citi 
o 4 Thouſand Monit uin mine? And 
nce every Chriftian'in whole and every 
Part, ' ought himſelf” to be ſo given, or 
ive himſelf to God: And for every thio 
e Drinks or Fats; he ought to bleſs ( 


4 | and give him Thanks for the fame; then 
_ doubtle(s a natural Concluſion flows from 
the Premiſes, that we cannot forget him 


who feeds us; nor leſs think upon his 
Love, Who gave his Son, his only begot- 
ten Son, to be a Sactifice forts; and muſt 
of Neceſſity remember him, Who volun- 


tarily laid down his Life, and made him - 


ſelf an Offering of Attonement to Re- 


deem us to God, and make an Obliteration 
of all our Sins paſt 
„us to the 
With him, according to What our Lord 
— _  Himilelf had — a 5 we my be ont with 

the Father,” 


„and ſo to reconcile 
Father, to e: one Spirit 


175 and he are ont; 
Jo 17. 11. hy 40 And, That we m4) 
e filled with all elne, s of 25 . 


3 I ſuppoſe theſe things were poken 
24s intending ever 


indivi val*Chriſtian, 
the Clergy only. But 
now 


not of thoſe caller 


nor can 1 I the traſt under 
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Fo” g II 18 1 5 
now to put all this upon the Wine and 
Bread, which is contained in the Books of 

Four Sacrament, (as many as I have yet 

ſeen) is beyond the utmoſt Powers of my 
Belief. And if it be an Ordinance or Rite, . 
as you would have it, I underſtand no 

more by it, than what Chriſt. our Lord 
ſaid at his laſt Paſſover or Supper, which 
Fam ſure; I can write upon my Thamb- | 
Nail. And beyond that, I have no Ap- 
prehenſion of it at all. It was to be a 
Memento, to remember him; which I 
think is the Duty of every Chriſtian to 
do: And to remember, and continually 
dear or carry within us in our Bodies, 
that is, in all our Thoughts, the Sufferings 
or Dyings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. i 
4. 10. And the Apoſtle renders the Rea- 1 
ſon, or rather the Effects of this Hol 
Memento, viz. That the Life of Jeſus might 
alſo be manifeſt in our Bodies. Let him | 
that can receive this, receive it: It is not 
much material, under what Name or Sect 
of Chriſtianity he goes; it is. the Holy 
Life of Chriſt, the living conformable to 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, in the Regenera- 
tion, which is required of us. And they 
who fo live, can never forget their Sav i-. 
our; him who dyed for us, and has obo 
tained Eternal * for all them, * - i 
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| believe in his! Name, af 


T wer 


"follow him in in 
the Regeneration. 8 
. Is your whole Satrament (a you," and 
the Papiſts' call n) go have nothing of tus 
Formality" of the rel Ordinance (if it. 


be one) neither as to, 1. The Matter of it. 


2. The Place where it: 15 70 be dane. 3. The 
pew of doing it. 4. The Biltz 11 
The Manner of Eating it. 6. Hom it 


| | 2 diſpenſed. 7. Who' were 10 partake of 


9 De_ 


8. How oft to bs repeated.” ' Kok Nor foe 
other Accidents attending it. ; 
Firſt, "As to tbe Matter of the Genes; 
1 here ought to be Fleſh at the Eating of 


it, and that ought to be a Lamb without 


Blemiſh, other wiſe it Allegorizes not. 


Ther the Wine and the Bread, ought to be 


_ Paſſover-Wine and Bread. Bur the Bread 


ougghtt certainly to be Unleaven'd, elſe it 


cannot Allegorize with Sincerity and Trauth, 
and ſo can fignify nothing. But none of 
all this is in the Vulgar way of Per- 
formance. Secondly, The Platt where it is 


40 0 dong, It 1 is certain, that at Jeruſalem 
it is impo 


Mhle to be, ſhould it be in Chri- 


ſtian Hands; by Reaſon! of the vaſt Di- 


ſtance, and great Numbers of | thoſe who 
pretend to receive it. The Church where 


the whole Congregation meets, cannot be 
wor qa For _— or the: dynagegues, 


Were 


. C 
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| Tr ' | 
were not the Places in Chriſt's, Time, but, | | 
it was then done in every Private Houle, 
And in a Private - Houſe, and in an Up- | 
 per-Room! of the ſame, it Nas daten t,; 
Chtiſt and: his Apoſtles. Thirdly, The, 
Time f Doing it. This {according tao 
Chriſt our Lord's Example, could be but 55 
once a Year, and that at the Lime of the 
Paſſover; which was in the £ ſt Month A 
of the Year, in the Fourteenth , Day of 
the Month, and in che Night, of the lame 
Day. Whereas you, without any Re- 
gard of that Obſervation, eat in the Pay- 
time, and at, or near, or about Noon- 
time, Bourthly, The Bifi f b. We 
the Words of Bleſſing were, which out 
Lord uſed, the Scripture is ſilent in, and 
ſo yon muſt plead Ignorance as to that. 
But there is no Man can, or ought to pr 
tend to ſay, what Chriſt then and there 
ſaid ahout it; which was in Conformity 
to what the Jews did, and do at this Day. | 
And in this Matter, they always,  firſk |: 
bleſs, or give Thanks for the Cap; and 
after that, for the Bread. And in this 
Bleſſing, or Thagkſgiving far theſe We 
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Elements, or Particulars of the Ordinance, 
All tbe reſt of the Matters, as the Fleſh, &c. 
upon the Table, are concluded under them, 
tho!,not expreſs d 2 ame, and bleſs d, 
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ing, ſome ſitting, ſore kneeling, in a Man- 
| they kneel to.) The Variety of Seck 
_ > Luperſtites 


SITE 
9 
1 


er ls 
or Thanks given! fot them. This'Blefſing 

or Thankſgiving; tho"Synazngur of Rghv 

; (fot à Church 1 cannot cal it) by pe 

verting the Term, ſoöliſhly calls 2 Couſe 


crabion. But as to tlie Ack it ſelfy eall it 
what you will, the Lord gave no Order 
concerning it, to his Diſciples, io imitate 
it, or tranſact any ſuch thing. Fifthly, 
The manner of | Extipg it. 80 many Sects 
as there are, which are Opinionative as to 


| "| this Rite, o many Forms and Manners 


chere are of doing it. Some take it ſtand- 


ner of Adotation, (but I know not Mir 
d a5 10 this particular ; whe 
uperſtiton”” (among ſome) eoncern- 
ing if, is fo grear. Hut it is certain, chat 

_ our Lord, and lis Diſciples, Eat ſitting. 


not deter 


| Sixthly, "Hob ir was diſpenſed. The Mater 


of the Houſe or Feaſt, was he Who took 
the Wine, arid gave it to the Gueſts; and 
afterwards” broke the Bread in Pieces, 
which he gave to every one at Table; 
which ' Bread, was always eaten with the 


Fleſh. If it be an Okdinance in the Chri. 


3 
[ 
| 


3 to dilpenſe the Elemeitts ; but che Maſter 


1 * 4 , 
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ian Religion, it does not appear out of 
the ko Writings, that it is the peculiar | 
and proper Duty of the Prieſ or Miniſter, 


of 


EOS. 


[17] - 
of the Houſe, who (was a Layman: in 
your way of ſpeaking, and) was not in 
the MiniRerial Office: Becauſe as he was 
Maſter of the Houſe, ſo was he Maſter of 
the Rite o®Feaſt, and that it was /always: 
at his proper | Coſt or Charge; therefore, 
it was truly his Right to diſpenſe. of give. 

to the Gueſts, becauſe it was really this 
- Seventhly, Who were to partake of 
Pas Al that were of Iſrael, and the pro- 
ſclited Strangers allo; even as many as 
were brought into Covenant with the 
Lord God of Jjra/, And of theſe, none 
hem Ares to come to the Receiving. 
reef; put ſuch as before-hand had pre- 
pared t Amſelves, and ſuch might come 
and Eat thereof. And as to is Apoltles 
of our Lord, they were to do it, in Re- 
nembrance- of him, and to think of his 
Death, till his return to them again. 
Bighthly, How oft to be repeated, The A- 
poſtles, as oft as they Drank and Eat of 
that Paſſover · Mine and Bread, were to do 
it, in Remembrance of him, and of his 
Death, till his Return, which was the 
Third Day after his Crucifixion, . Some 
of the Sets which now obſerve it, do it 
every Day in their Private Houſes, and as 
oft as they Drink and Eat, do it in Re- 
membrance of the Lord, and of his K. nd 
11 i n 
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Aud chis if there is any thingin the Rite, 
ſdems to come neareſt to the Truth of the 
Matter. Ninthly, 4s #0 all the other Ac. 


cents attending it. I ſee not among any 
of the Sects, any Conformity to what our 
Lord ſaid and did; ſo great is their Folly 

or Iguorance, in their Obſervations or Per- 
formances of this preterided Ceremony, 
notwithſtanding the mighty Noiſe they 
make about it; making even our Salva- 
tion to hang upon it, and depend there- 


6. The Streſs which you lay upon this your 
"Sacrament, in all jour Books and Diſcourſes, 
. ' #8 fo great, as to invalidate the Sacrifice of | 
Chriſt ; thereby making the Blood of the E. 
verlaſting Covenant, which is the Offering of 
| Mttonement, an Ineſfectual and an Unworthy 
enn ie 10 em 
Tuo tell us ſo many things of it, more 
than we can find written in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that I cannot but Wonder how you 
eome to know them: I mean, how you 
come to know them to be true. Thoſe 
_ things you tell us of your Sacraments, are 
either Trae or Falſe. If true, how come 
you to that Explicit Knowledge of them, 
ſeeing they are not contained in the Bible? 
Or, have you them by Inſpiration, or Re- 
velation of the Holy Ghoſt? But, Ay 
BAN | | ta 
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talle I thus fondly ? T ought not to ask you 

that Queſtion, becauſe you deny the In- 
ſpiration of the Holy Spirit, in theſe 


Days, and ſay, that Revelation is ceaſed. ii 
And if ſo, then it neceſſarily follows, ilk 
That you had them out of your own Hearts, [4 
and therein have followed your own Spirit. if, 
Now concerning ſuch, | Hear what the 14 
Lord ſpeaks by the Mouth of the Pro- 1 
phet Ezekiel, Chap. 13. 2, 3, 4. Sow of | 
Man, Propbeſie againſt the Prophets of Il. 
rael, and ſay unto them, that Propheſy out af Ih 


their own Hearts, Hear ye the Word of the 
Lord: Thas ſaith the Lord God, Wo anto © 

the fooliſh Prophets, that follow their own 
12 and have ſeen. nothing. O Iſrael, 


thy Prophets are like the Foxes in the Deſerts. 
If the Matters you tell us, concerning it 
be not true, (as they may not, for all that, 
I know) or your Doctrines doubtful, as 
they way well be ſuſpected to be ſo, 
forming from your own Spirit; Then how 
wretchedly are the poor Flock, the Sheep 
of the Lord's Paſture Fed and Taught, 
that are forged and compell'd to depend 
upon ſuch fallible Teachers, who feed them 
with ſuch 'Husks, or ſuch unwholſome 
Food; and teach them ſuch things which 
they never learned, nor received from the 
oly Spirit of God; nor are eee 
(An 8 ü the 
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' theSzered Writirigsdiftted by that Spirit? 


t 20 


ITzdis is ſuch a Myſtery, that th? I have 


_ feriouſly conſidered of it}; I underſtand 
not. Again, Let all your long Haran- 
gues about it (in thoſe Books) be what 
they will; I fay again, That thoſe things 
are either neceſſary to be learn'd and 
knew, or not neceſſary, If neceſſary, 
then Chriſt Jeſus; dur Lord, or All, or 
ſome of his Apoſtles, when he had opened 


. * their Unaerſtandings, after his Reſurrection 


en the Dead, Luke 24. 25. would have 


old us them, and made clear and plain 
all things about it, or relating to it, and 


dur Renewing or Practiſing of it, which 


wWece fitting and neceſſary for us to know 


and underſtand. But as to any thing of 
this Nature, they have been all of 3 
wholly filent, they have left us in the 
Dark about the fame; they have left no- 


thing behind them in Writing in the leaſt 


concerning it. So that to me, all your 
Dildoutſes about it, gem to be ex abander- 
t, and Bot neceſſary to be taught. And 
then, if not neoeſſaty, to what Purpoſe 
is it, that To many Volumes have been, 
andere from Age to Age, and from Year 
to Lear, and almoſt continually written 
concefning it? Or is it to he Wiſe above 
What is written, "eontrary” 66 ie Ape 
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Pauls Rule? To be wiſer than the Holy 1 
and Inſpired'Apoſtles7 Or to ſupply the 
DefeQs of the Holy Spirit, in the Indict- i 
ment of the Scriptures of Truth? Theſe 
are Things of weighty Concernment, ard 
| ought te every one,” who WI 
| defires ctoknow the Truth as uy is im Jeſus; . 
| and deſites to walk by the A olidk xk 
| Rule, which is, The good Spirit, inbich 
God has given to us to 52 , Neh. 9. 
20. A Mani feſtation of ' which Spirit,” 1. 
given to "every one to wy withal,'2 Cor, 
12. 7. And to as many as believe i 
Jeſus, God has given the Earneſt of bis Spe" i 
rit, and pas it into dur Hearts, 2 Cot. 1. 
20. & chap 5:5. And if fo, to What Pur- 
ſe bie deen to us? And why is it put 
to our inward Parts, if not to Teach 481 5 
InſtruR us; and lead us in the Way Ever- 
laſting? The Blood of the Gem, 
hic is the Blood of \Chrift, is ſuffieient 
to make an Attonement for 0s, and either 
ho isabſots ſave us, to the uttermoſt, gr 
he is nor. If he is fully ſufficient; there 
is no need of any thing beſides; no necd 
of any begger 5 Riements; all other 
things are vain; and to truſt in them, is 
but to lean upon the broken Reeds of 
ee. * he is not ſufficient, then * 
0 a 


Faith is vain, and our Religion is oothiog 

but Deluſion and Deceit. But Thanks be 

to God, we have not ſo learned Chriſt; 
we know him by the Repelation of the 
Father 5 and the } Power of 5 his Reſur - 
rection, and the Glory of his Appearance, 
which he had with the Father before the 
World began, who has put all things in- 

to his Hands, and ſubjected every thing 

to him, putting all things under his 
Fleet; ſo that we do truſt. and confide 
in him, and through his Grace which 
*affiſts us, are able to endure all things for 
I wand whois wn dba 23 
| 7. If: that Fountain of Wi 


| ſdom and 
x” Ruomleage, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
- Chriſt, did Inſtitute am New Ceremom or 
= Rite, or any other |[ettled and ſtanding Orai. 
I nance ta be/ obſerved in his Religion, (different 
from that of | the Legal Paſſover ;,; '?tis 
much un me, as will 4 to Thawſana of o- 
thers, that be ſpauld not do it im ſuch Ex- 
plicit Terms, and in ſuch plain aud familiar 
Language, and in ſuch full and jntelligible 
Words, that none might have miſtaten his 
Mind or Meaning z bat that all ſorts of Peo- I Cor 
ple of what Self, Party, or Perſuaſion ſo- | hibi 
ever, ſhould have underſtood one and the ſelf- | Erie 
ſame thing y them; and to have . Qua 
4.5 6! oo 


AI. 3 
and had the felf- ſame 8% thereof, without 
the leuſt Diſer iminat ion one . COM 
TY the Matter... 
That this pretended Ordinance is, not 


in ſuch Bxplicic Terms and Words, which - 


every Man apart can underſtand alike ; 
nor yet every Sect of People have one 
and the ſame i Apprehenſions of, is mani- 
feſt, from the different Judgments and 
PraQifes. thoſe | ſeveral Sects make of it. 
The Papiſt: expound and underſtand it one 
ways, different from all the whale World 

beſides, making a God, but more truly 


an Idol of it. The Latherans underſtand it 
otherwiſe, differing from them and all other 


Chriſtians, and have other Notions about 
it, making it alſo. a kind of God. The 
Englib Church, differ from them all, and 
receive. it kneeling, in an adorable Poſture. 
The [\Prechyterians, in their Notions and 


practice of it, condemn all the former. 


N HAnabaptiſts, many of them Judaize 
about it, ect the Bread 1 eaten with 
the Fleſh of the Lamb. The Hamiliſts do 
tin any Houſe, without any Words of 
Conſecration (as it is called) or 1 5 Ex- 
hibition by, or receiving of it from a 
Priefts - or Ministers Hands, J. boſe called 
| Quakers, ſeeing all this Diverſity of Opt- 


_— believe our Lord laſt Supper, 
| | was 
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eee 
3 4 rictly the Moſaick- \Paſſover, \ dad 
it's Diſcourſe was directed only 


to Iigthen preſent Diſeiples; to whom 


5 he fiyerold, that he ſhould go away from 
the er a little while, — would in a 


lite hile come to them again: and there 


Ws + to them, that they ſhould do it 


it Remembrance of him; go is, drink 


and eat that Faſſover, Wine and Bread, 


ſo oft as they did it, to ſhew forth his 
Death, till fis Return. In all this! Dif- 
ference of Opinions, chow ſhall/ any, one, 


+ =o does W the Jrue, avoid the 


| thobects 94 viz.” Phariſcet)i Sa 


? Ho explicit and plain is the Inti. 
tation of the Paſſover, ſo clear, that ul 


duces ſſenes, Libertines © and \Profelites 
re Hr it im one ſingular and . 
Heat hen, Ene. 


mies to che Jewiſh Religion, undeiſtood 


then Meaning of Moſes in that Ordinance 


on Rite, a8 Perfectly as the Jems, atid had 
ai un iferm Senſe of the ſame with ithæm. 


: 3 Sothat to me, it ſeems. very reaſotiable, 


that if aby New Ceremony or Rite, had 


Fo been inftitaredby our Lord) to be obſer- 
pech in his Church, and 


dy his Followers, 
chi (to avoid Controverſ Which might 
atiſe canine the ſame) it ought. to 

as plain and intelligible 


have beef 
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Words and Ex 
Powers of Language was capable of, and 
which every one might have under ſtood 


in one and the ſame Senſe, and in one uni- 
form manner of Performance. But it is 


manifeſt, that the pretended Inſtitution 
of this profeſt Ordinance is not in tuch 


in proceſs of Time, would be the Cauſe, 
not only of Idolatry, as in the Romiſh 
Synagogue, but of Murthering of ſome 
Hundreds of Thouſands of his truly 

bus and faithful Servants and Followers” 


7 he that was repleat with the Spi- 
tit of 

ſure, and fore-knew the Fatal Evils 
which would infallibly ariſe and proceed 
from it; either inſtituted no ſuch Rite or 
Ceremony; or elſe would have done it fo 


c 
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preſſions, as poſſibly the | 


Wiſdom and Propheſy above Mea- 


pinly, and in ſuch ſenſible. and proper 
Words, as ov Man could poſſibly have | 
miſtaken, or 2 * 
1 f Aid 


did he do it ſo obſcurely, on 
breed Strife and Contentions, and fo. 


hon to be remember d: and 


UT 


purpoſe to 


ment Diverſities of falſe Doctrines and 


Opinions in his Church? The God of 


all Truth, Concord and Peace, forbid 
ſuch Evil Thoughts of him, who ſacri- 
_ himſelf, and * dan his Life for 


. Now ſince Symbol s of Remembrance 
are only uſed in the e the Per. 
4 by your 

own Confeſſion, this Maus, or Rite, 3s 
xo more; why ſhould it be aſed at all 
in the Aſſemblies of of Chriſtiens? If what 
Chrift our Lord and Maſter has ſaid, be 
true ? Matth. 18. 20. Whereſoever two or 
tbree ave gathered —_— in my Nn. there 


an 1 in the mid them. 
| Read this Parable, A certain Houſe- 
| holder took a Journey into a far Coun- 


try; at his ſetting ay" ig he told them 
that he would return to them 1n a lit- 


tle while, but in taking his Leave of 


them, he ordered them an Angel of 


Gold to be ſpent every Sabbath. Day, or 


Seventh Day at Night, that they, his 
| Servants, 


Children, his Friends and 


ſhould drink and eat, in „ 


of him their Father, and Friend, and 


Fo and Fojoyes” in ä * 


* . 
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his ſudden coming back to them again. 
Accordingly they Drank and Eat the 


Portion he had allowed them, at tle 


EIS Toy ,- 1h 

mong themſelves with great Joy, that 
his Serrano Mau, dad every Sal- 
bat h. Day grow nearer and nearer. Af - 
ter a while he came Home; and even 
ſurpriz'd them, and then he dwelt, and 
made his Abode with them ; after which 


the Symbols of Remembring him, he 


being now preſent, ceaſed. The mean- 
ing of this Parable is ſo plain, that it 
needs no Application. In things revealed 
to us, by the Holy Spifit in Scripture, I 
think it not only ſafe, but alſo our Du- 
ty to keep cloſe to the Words and 
obvious Meaning thereof. For thereby 
we may the better and more certainly 

follow, and keep to the Apoſtle Paul's 
Rule, not to be wile, above what is 
written. He that does otherwiſe, muſt 
aſſume to himſelf the Authority of a 
Primitive Apoſtle, and make himſelf 
wiſer than the Holy Ghoſt; which is a 


Tyranny and Yoak, that no ſenſible or 
wiſe Man, will ever ſubmit his Soul to. 
It appears, by the Text, that a ver 
ſmall Number, even of two or three, 
ar Church of Chriſt; 


may make a particul 
ta _> and 
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ppointed ; and they rejoyced a> 
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and that his Preſence is as equally if 
the midſt of ſuch a ſmall Number, as 


in a large Congregation. And where 


Chriſt, our Lord, is ſo preſent with 
them, as to be in the midſt of them, 


the Elements of Remembrance are void. 


And it may very well be expected, that 


in ſuch a Paucity of Perſons, a Mini- 
ſter may not always be preſent ; What 


is then to be done? Truly then Chriſt 
our Hiph-Prieſt, and the Miniſter © of 
our Sanctuary, takes upon himſelf the 


Office of Miniſtratiom, and it is the 
Duty of every one to wait and attend 


upon him. But now if any Man will 


yet plead for the Continuance of Beg- 
gerly Elements: I demand who it is 


1 (if there be no Miniſter ) that muſt ex- 


hibit them; or may the Congregation 


adminiſter themſelves; as (if it be an Or- 
dinance) I know no Reaſon why they 
ſhould not. And I believe that the 


whole Congregation, and every Mem- 
ber of it, who lives the Life of Regene- 
neration, are as much the Lord's Heri- 
tage, as any Clergy-Man, or as the whole 


Clergy, thro? all the World, put them 
all into one Sum. And if this your Sa- 
cCerament be an Ordinance of Chriſt, it 
ought as well co be done by the T 
. | 8 


wo. 
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or Three, if no Miniſter be among 
them, as in the largeſt Congregation, 


Where there are, or may be, many of 


them. If then your Sacrament is a 
Rite of abſolute Neceſſity to Salvation, 
and it muſt be done only by a Prieſt or 
Miniſter; What muſt our little Church 
of Two or Three do in this Caſe? Or 
muſt they want the Benefit thereof, for 


want of a Prieſt? Or will you allow 


that in this ſmall Aſſembly of Saints, 
where but Two or Three are met to- 
gether in Chriſt's Name, that is, in 
the Power of God, (for Chriſt is made 
to them, both the Power of God and 


the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24.) there 


is no Neceſſity of a Miniſter, Chriſt him- 
ſelf being in the midit of them, and becom- 
ing their Minifter ? This, I am afraid, will 
not be granted, becauſe it may be thought 
to deſtroy the Rights of the Clergy. 
However this Advantage have all thoſe 
that have Chriſt in the midſt of them, 
in their: Congregations, that they come 
into a more intimate Acquaintance with 
their Lord and Maſter; and that there. 
by they ih unto the Fellowſhip 

, our Lord, 1 Cor. r. 9. 
which infinitely tranſcends a Remem- ' 
berance only of him, by the Memento's+ 


of Jeſus Chri 
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of Beggarly Elements. If this be not 
ſo, I cannot apprehend how the Church 
of Two or Three ſhould have the Bene- 
fit of Chriſt in that Ordinance, there 
being no Miniſter to Officiate. But poſ- 
ſibly in Great Congregations; where One, 
Two, or mote Miniſters may be always 
preſent, Chriſt may never, or very rare- 
ly be among them, becauſe his Deputies 
are there ready to perform the Duty; 
and ſo by hor +4 of bi Abſenſe, make 
ule of the accuſtomed Symbols of Re- 
membrance, which muſt be the Conſe. 
quence of the Matter, and is all that 1 
can apprehend of it. But certainly, any 
rational Man would take all this to be 
like the Blind leading the Blind; and 
would rather think, that Chriſt, 
if hie did inſtitute ſach a Rite, would not 
have mide the Adminiſtration of it always 
by @ Miniſter's Hands, to be a neceſſary 
 partof it, whereby great Numbers might 
be wholly 8 to receive the Be · 
'- nefit thereof; Or otherwiſe, that he ne- 
| veriinfticutedany-ſnch Ceremony. or Rite 
at all which hone doubt is the very 
©: Fu it ſelf. If any ode will not yet 
onen his Eyes and ſee, our Lord's Advice 
may then be feaſonable, Math. 15. 14. 
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ur the Truth and Sell it not, Was 
| the ancient Advice of the Royal 
rea 


cher, Prov. 23. 23. We ought not 


to ſtick at any Price, whatever it ma 
coſt us. Tho? it coſt us Images never 
goodly, and Idols never precious, 


which we have heaped up to our ſelves, 
yet we ought to part with them, and de- 


ſtroy them, for the Truth ſake; and for 
the Honour of God's fake. We ought to 
put no Value upon a Golden Calf, tho? 
Aron the High-Prieft himſelf Thould, 


form it, and all the People of the Land .. ; 
ſhould fall down and Worſhip - it. But 
with the Might and Power of the Man | 


of God, we ought to grind it to Pouder, 
and caſt it away. Yea tho? it ſhould be 
e g, (as the Brazen Serpent) made 
by the Command of God himſelf, which by 


looked upon, the wounded People 4 
bin be healed, "yet. we ought not to 


commit Idolatry with it. But when it 
becomes a Snare, and an Occaſion of ſuch 
Wickedneſs, as a Revolting from God, 


and that its Admirers begin once to truſt | 
in 1 which is a truſting in Vanity and 
| C * Ly * 


25 
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[ k 1 Lyes ; it then ought to be taken away, 
and to be broken to Pieces and deſtroy'd. 


Its great Antiquity is to be no Shield of 


Defence to it; nor yet its being for a long 
ſeries of Time worſhip'd and admir'd, and 


having Incenſe burnt to it by Iſrael, even 
the Lord's People, ſhould be no Safe- Guard 


to it; its venerable Age ſhould be no Shel- 


ter for it; but with Holy and Zealous 
Flezekiab, it ought to be broken to Pieces, 


and called Nehyfſbtan, a piece of Braſs; 
2 King. 18. 4. viz, That it is nothing 


but Braſs; which is, as if he had ſaid, 
This Thing, or Image, or Serpent, tho 
firft directed to be done by God Almigh. 
ty for Good to his People; yet now that 
the Occaſion is over and paſt, it has no 


Vertue in it, it can do neither Good nor 


Evil; and therefore it is no fit Object of 


WMorſhip, becauſe it is nothing but Braſs. 


John, the beloved Diſciple and Apoſtle, 
exhorted- the Saints to whom he wrote, 
ſaying, Little Children, keep your ſelves 
from Idols, 1 Job. 5. 21. Let Images and 


Repreſentations be done away: Let Re- 


ſemblances, Types and Shadows vaniſh : 


Let Ceremonies and Rites, after the Com- 
mandments and Doctrines of fallible Men, 


ceaſe. Be intreated to become true Wor- 
ippers of the Living God; to initiate 
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[33] 1 8 
your ſelves among the Number of thoſe 
who worſhip God, who is a Spirit, in 
Spirit and Truth. There can be no Evil 
in doing this, in proſtrating your ſelves to 
that Divine Being; in a Self. abnegation, 
ſo that the Eyes of your Minds may be 
wholly directed to that Great and Holy 
One, who preſides in all our Aſſemblies, 
and is every where preſent; who both 
can and will beſtow Eternal Rewards, 
upon all ſuch, as forſaking the Gilded Idols 
of Vanity, ſhall follow him in the Rege- 
neration. Into the Preſence of this our 
Lord and Saviour every one is admitted. | 
There is no Claſſis of Men, nor Diſtin- | 
ction of Perſons excluſive of others can 
enter here: But all the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Mankind, may alike draw near to 
him, and be ſatisfied with his Appearance. 
All may come into this his Sanctuary, and 
be alike received, if they be Pure and 
Holy, if alike ſpiritually minded. Here 
is no Diſt inction of Clergy and Lait), a di- 
viding of the Flock, according to the 
Pride and Folly of vain Men; but every 
Man, the pooreſt and meaneſt Followers 
of Chriſt our Lord, are equally received; 
and are all equally the Lord's Heritage. 
For God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but 
every one who fears him, and works 
vo . N Righte- | 
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ERighteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted of him; 
Every one who comes to be an Elett Veſ- 
ſel, that comes into the Aſſemblies of. 

the Saints, tobe a Lover of God, and a 

Follower of the Holy Jeſus, comes to be 
one of the Cleros, (as ſome would di- 

Ringuiſh themſelves) yea to be one of 

the Heritage of God. And as no Per- 

. fon has any Priviledge above ano- 
ther, in the Inheritance of God; ſo all a- 

like may come into the Sanctuary of God 

and Aſſemblies of his People, and 
worſhip in his Preſence, and may put 
up their Supplications, Praiſes, and 
i Thankſpivings to him; may proſtrate 
i  FCthemfelves before him, and bow their 
|  Kaees, and lift up holy Hands to him; 
and that every where, and in any Place, 
for that his Preſence fills Heaven and 
Earth. All are alike concern'd in Eating 
of the Heavenly Repaſt, viz. in doing 
the Will of God; and may equally feed 
upon the Bread of Life, and be equally Par- 

takers of the Fellowſhip of his Holy Spirit. 

And as Meſes faid of all Iſrael, that they 

were, or ſhould be, a peculiar Treaſure, a 
Holy Nation, a Kingdom of Priefts, if 
they obeyed his Voice, and kept his Cove. 

| nant, Exod. 19. 5, 6. So every individual 
| Soul, called by the Sanctification . 
3 | | _  opirth, 
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Spirit, into Fellowſhip wich Chriſt, ſhall 
be a Member of this peculiar People, a 

Son of this Choſen Generation, an Eledt 
of this Holy Nation, and a Prieſt of this 
Royal Prieſthood, 1 Pet. 2. 9. And there. 
fore ſays the Apoſtle Joby, He has made 
as Rings and Prieſts unto God and his Fa- 
ther : And ſuch as on whom the Second 
Death ſhould have no Power, ball be 
made Prieſts of God, and of Chriſt, Rev. 1. 

6. Chap.5. 10. & 20. 6. And thts, Meta- 
phorically ſpeaking, When we are quali- 
fied by Sanctification of the Spirit, and 
waſhing of Regeneration, we are all 
made Prieſts, ſo as to offer up acceptable 
Sacrifices of Supplications, Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings, ro him who is Lord of 
Heaven and Earth. This Prieſthood has 
alſo a Sanctum Sanftorum,' or Holy of Ho- 
lies, which is Heaven it ſelf; even the 
Fountain of Immortal Life, into which 
our High- Prieſt has already entred, and 
into which we hope, thac by him, we 
ſhall alſo enter: Even every particular 
Member of Chriſt's Church, who make 
up the C/eros, the Elect, the Heritage of 
God. And that all who draw alike near 
unto God, and perform alike the whole 

Worſhip of God; he will receive, as 
Heirs, Foint:Heirs of his Kingdom, even 

ö 2 b every 


every one, according to the Abilities and 
Gifts, which are given to each of God. 

And ſo far forth are they the Miniſters 
of God, and have a Right to officiate in 
the Holy Congregation. This is not 
diſagreeable to Moſes his Wiſh, who ſaid, 
Would God, that all the Lord's People were 


Prophets, and that the Lord would put his" 


Spirit upon them, hop 
When the Author of our Religion came 


into the World, he did not encumber it 


With a Stock of Rites and Ceremonies, 
hut eſtabliſhed it in Life and Power, for 


i — theSalvation of Mankind : He took away 


a Ceremonial and Ritual Worſhip, to E. 


ftabliſh a Worſhip in Spirit and Truth. 


* To diſpel the Darkneſs and Shadows of 


£ the Night, and to bring in the Light of 


Life, the things themſelves hoped for. To 
put an End to the daily Offerings for Sin, 


ji as to ſiniſn Tranſgreſſion, and bring in 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs; to aboliſh beg · 


gary Elements, and Cloudy or Sy mboli- 


cal Tokens of Remembrances, to bring 
in the Subſtance it ſelf, by putting the 
Earneſt of his Spirit into our Hearts, 2 Cor. 


1. 21. that ſo we may be filled with all the 
Fulneſs of God, Eph. 3. 19. and fo con- 

tinvally bear in our Bodies, and have in 
our Minds the Dyings of our Lord Jeſus, 
„ : 8 | | 2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. 4. 10. that ſo the Life of our Holy 
High-Prieſt might be daily manifeſt in our 
Lives and Converſations. | | 
After all that has been ſaid, If I cannot 
perſwade you to the Belief of what I be- 
lieve, and know to be Truth; yet let me 
perſwade, yea entice you to be ſincere 

Land true to your own Souls; to be ſo wile, 
as were the Ancient and Noble Bereans, 
to ſearch the Scriptures, and ſeriouſly to 
Scrutinize or Examine, whether theſe 
things are ſo, or no. I do not think it 
will be Labour loft to you, but will It 
length turn to ſome Good, which you 
may not at preſent ſee; and may roy 
give you the Underſtanding of ſome 
things, you may now be ignorant of. I 
loſe nothing by your refuſing my help- 
ing Hand, or your not receiving Light by 

| my Candle, or Warmth from my Fire: 

So neither get I ary thing, by your 
cloſing with me, or beipg Converts to the 
Truth and Life of Chriſtianity, I preach 
not for Hire, nor do I Divine for Money ; 
I make no Merchandize of the Lord's 
Treaſures ; Iſell not Holy Things, I make * 
no Gain of Godlineſs; nor do I expect 
any Reward from ſuch, who I may, by 

I my Invitations, bring over to be truly 

- | Worſhipers of God, and Servants 1 = 

| 5 Lord 


* T 38 1 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrig: But 2 11 
have freely received, ſo I freely give. I 

only entreat you to become true Wor- 

ſhipers of the True God, according to 

- What our Lord and Saviour- Jeſus Chriſt 
has -inculcared to us in his Goſpel, which 
is the Worſhip of the Father in Spirit and 
Truth. "What I expect for, all my Ser. 
vice, I hope to receive from God him» | 
fel, which is the Conſolation of his Ho- 
by Spirit ; that I may live in the Love 
of God, enjoy his Favoar, and lay down 

mn Head in his Peace; a which I 

value before all the Greatneſs, Honours, 

Clories, and Riches of this World. And 
therefore, as I have no Earthly or 

3 Worldly Ends in what I have done 
here, ſe 1 hope, it will appear to be 

performed, as in the Demonſtration: of 

the Spirit of Truth, and with ſuch an 

Air of Sincerity, as may fatisfie every 

Ma who ſeeks after Life and Immort- 

bey, chat I can have no Self. ends in 

: doggy hereof; but that I have done it 

rely for the Service of Chriſt, and the 

Goſpel's ſake, and for the Vniverſal 
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Er , in his Eeclefaftical Flic 


lib. 5. cap. 24. ſpeaking of this Rite, 


or Paſchal-Solemnity ſays, That it was not 
obſerved in the Church of Rome, in the 
Primitive Times of Chriſtianity: His 
Words ( Tranſlation excepted) are theſe. 

| Iereners (lays he) affirms that the Variety 
F the Obſervations concerning it, began 
wot in our Age, but 4 long time «go, in 
the Times of our Anceſtors ; who being, as 
tis probable, not ſo diligent in their Preſi- 


dencies, propoſed that as 4 Cuſtom to their 
Swccefſors, which was introduced by Simplici- 


ain. FHereto he adjoyns 4 Relation, 


iy and Onshilfulneſs; and yet nevertheleſs 
all theſe preſerved or maintained mutual 
Peace one towards another, which we alſo 


which I will ſuitably incert in this Place, 
viz. That the Presbyters, who preſided before 


n Soter, preſided over that Church (viz. 


it the Church of Rome) which ' you now 


e Covers; [mean Anicetus, Pius, Hyginus, 
al ITTeleſpherus and Xyfſtus : Theſe Perfons, © 


F ſay, neither obſerved it themſelves, nor did 
F permit thoſe (of that Church) with 


bem to obſerve it: Nevertheleſs, altho* © 


T. hey themſelves obſerved it not, yet they 


main. 


UE. [40] 
1 ! Fa with thoſe who cams 0 
if 5 1 > them from thoſe Churches where it was ob- 
|. © ferved. Nor could Anicetus 4:ſwade Poly- 
 -  carpus from obſerving it, ' becauſe he had 
*s 8 kept it with John: Nor did Poly- 
dexpus perſwade Anicetus 70 obſerve it, 
WW _ - but. ſaid be ought to retain the Cuſtoms of 
| | the. Preslyters, who were his Predeceſſors. 
Do chat the fieſt five Biſhops of Rome never 
* : red it, ſhews evidently, that it 
Vas never practiſed as an Inſtitution of 
. - our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or of an / of 
- buBol Apoſtles ; which if it had, chere 
-weuld-have. been no need of ſo much 
+M — Cpatroverlie,. and Variety of Obſerva- 
ER - trons concerning it, in thoſe ſo early 
. Ne 5 Ae But the Reaſon is yet farther 
1 manjfelt, from what Sotrates afterwards 
i c | ſaid "concerning it, lib. 5. cap. 22, vis. 
is That tho the tho the Roman and Weſtern Churches 
E. 8 pretend that their Uſage was delivered 
| * do them dy the Apoſtles Peter and Paul; 
I 


4 
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and that the: Uſage with them at Seyr. 
na, under Pohcar pus, was delivered to 
them by the: Apoſtle 5 yet not- 
1  vichſtanding all Theſe retences ( ſays 
c * ie -Hiftorian )., neither of theſe Parties 


can produce any written Teſtimony in 
Saß Feen 5 WW. 
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